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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to introduce students to Eastern philosophy through the study of philosophical and religious texts, and serves to foster interest in philosophy in general and in Eastern philosophy in particular. It also offers students an alternative to Western perspectives. Topics include reality, knowledge, self, right and wrong, non-attachment, the meaning of life, death, and aesthetics. No prior knowledge of philosophy required.
INSTRUCTION METHODS 

The course is not a chronological survey, but is designed to get students engage in philosophical discussion with the authors they will be reading. The course participants are expected to do considerable reading in primary sources. The class meetings are divided between intensive lectures and discussions. 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
You can purchase the following book at the Yale Bookstore or on the Internet 
1-A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy, edited by John M. Koller and Patricia Koller, Prentice Hall, 1991.
2-COURSE PACKET: (to be announced)
COURSE OUTLINE

PART ONE:



(July 5)

Introduction
PART TWO:

What Is (Really) Real?
(July 7 and 9)
-The Dao (Lao-Tzu’s Tao Te Ching/Daodejing)

(July 12 )

-The Upanishads 
PART THREE
How Should I Live?



 and How Can I know What is Right?
(July 14)

-Confucianism: the concept of jen (or ren) 



-Confucianism and Women’s Perspectives  

(July 16)

-Buddhism (The Four Noble Truths) 
PART FOUR
:
Is Knowledge Possible? (What Can I Know?)
(July 19)

-Chuang Tzu’s “Free and Easy Wandering” 

-Chuang Tzu’s “Discussion on Making All Things Equal” (Chuang Tzu’s Butterfly Dream) 

(July 21)
-Nagarjuna: “Treatise on the Fundamentals of the Middle Way”
(July 23)

MIDTERM EXAM 
PART FIVE:

Who Am I?
(July 26)
-Buddhist Theory of No-Self (Read “Philosophical Issues in Early Buddhism,” (pages 220-238)

-Shankara’s “A Thousand Teachings” and “The Crest Jewel of Discrimination”
PART SIX:

Why Suffering? (Why Evil?)
(July 28)
-Hsun Tzu and Mencius (Theory of Human Nature)



-Is Death Anything to Fear?  
PART SEVEN:
Philosophy and Life
(July 30 to
 -Dogen: Shobogenzo

August 2)

((Timelessness of the Moment)
(August 4)

-Zen Meditation Workshop




(Guest Speaker)
FINAL DAY OF THE SUMMER SESSION:

(August 6)

TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM DUE
ASSIGNMENTS:

For the most part, reading assignments will be made on a daily basis. Since the readings will serve as the primary springboard for class discussion, it’s important that students are prepared before each class. Besides class attendance and participation, there will be a mid-term, a take-home final exam, and a philosophical journal comprising daily reflections on philosophical issues. 

GRADES:


Attendance and participation
10% 

Philosophical journal

20%


A mid-term exam

30%


A final exam (take-home)
40%


_____________________________________


TOTAL

          100%
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